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From the Pastor’s Desk 
There’s a beauty to our Methodist heritage that I love and appreciate.  When John and 
Charles Wesley started their renewal movement in the church of England, they set up 
societies in local communities, who would gather for worship.  Each society divided into small 
groups, called classes, and even smaller groups (called bands) for the purpose of formation 
and accountability.  To be a part of the society, you had to submit to being in these smaller 
groups as well. 

We don’t call our congregations societies these days, nor do we call other groups within the 
church classes or bands in the sense that the Wesleys meant.  However, the reason for those 
smaller groups still exists - the education and formation of people in Christian faith.  And, just 
as the Wesleys saw classes and bands as necessary for the spiritual life of the believer, so the 
church believes that today’s equivalents help believers have the most robust faith possible. 

Sunday school classes have been a part of our congregation for decades (though the term 
Sunday school is a frontier term that might need to be retired, since churches are rarely the 
site of public school education anymore).  Over the years, Bible studies have been held, 
youth groups have met, children’s ministries have dug deeper, and covenant discipleship 
groups have formed.  And even in 2021 (during a pandemic), many of these formational 
ministries have continued.  You’ll get a chance, in this edition of The Herald, to learn more 
about the history of our educational ministries, and learn about some exciting plans for 
upcoming ones. 

As my 17th year of pastoral ministry comes to a close, I want to offer a couple of 
observations.  First, in nearly every church I have served, attendance in Sunday school has 
been less than half of the size of the worshipping congregation, with weekday classes and 
studies having an even lower percentage of the congregation engaged in them.  Pandemic or 
no pandemic, no Christian receives EVERYTHING that they need to have a robust faith by 
attending only worship.  Even with times of devotion and prayer at home, nothing replaces 
having open and honest dialogue about the Bible and faith with other brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  As we celebrate 175 years of ministry (at least 160 years of which have had a Sunday 
school as a part of them), I challenge each of you to take seriously the need to be more 
deeply formed in your faith.  Join a Sunday school class (we have them for all ages), a 
weekday Bible study when they return in the fall, Lori Treadway’s summer study, or others.  
Make sure your students come to Vacation Bible School or Refresh.  We are individually, and 
as a church, only at our best when we’re each seeking to grow the most.   

I look forward to seeing you in worship (please remember to register!)! 

Pastor Jay



Educational History 
Our church’s history says that no Sunday school records existed in the early years of the church, but a set 
of family records indicates that the congregation had a Sunday school superintendent by 1862.  In 1877, 
Methodist Sunday school changed times from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm, because the Christian church also 
had Sunday school at that time; the time change allowed people to attend both schools.   

By 1890, the congregation had a chapter of the Epworth League and a Junior League (precursors to 
Methodist Youth Fellowship).  This congregation’s history, both in Sunday school and in Epworth League, 
shows a long commitment to ecumenical ministry - wanting people to grow in faith and seeing different 
churches’ ministries as complimentary, not competing.  The church had 50 years of Epworth League 
before denominational merger, and then became known as Methodist Youth Fellowship.   

By the late 1950s, the church had grown so much that the parsonage (next door to the church) became 
an educational building, known as Wesley House.  Plans were made to connect Wesley House to the 
church, but the congregation chose to tear down the Wesley House and build the present education 
building instead.  The new facility was dedicated in 1960.  Like the facility, our educational ministries 
have grown and changed.  We still offer a full complement of Sunday school classes, daytime and 
evening Bible studies, special studies, small groups, and children’s and student ministries.  Our 
educational ministries have us well poised for the next decades of our congregation’s life.  

Lori’s Summer Class 
Would you like to learn more about the Holy Spirit? In this study group we will be reading Holy Fire, by 
R. T. Kendall, "A Balanced, biblical look at the Holy Spirit's work in our lives." If you've been thinking 
about being more open to the Holy Spirit, this could be for you. We will read, go through a daily prayer 
journal, and discuss "God moments" as we travel together through this six week study. Meeting times 
will be Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:00pm, beginning June 22, and will likely be on Zoom with an 
option to meet in person, per current guidelines. Questions? Contact the church office or Lori Treadway, 
facilitator. 

Youth T-Shirt Design Contest 
Calling all middle school and high school designers! The Education Committee is hosting a t-shirt 
design contest to celebrate FUMC’s 175th Anniversary. The design must include “175th Year” and 
“Robinson First United Methodist Church.” Designs will be voted on at our 2nd Wednesday Dinner on 
May 19th. Submit your design to the church office!  

Student Mission Trip  
 We're excited to be doing two mini-mission trips this summer for middle and high school students 
(completing 6th-12th grades).  We will be traveling on June 10 (Thursday) and August 4 (Wednesday) to 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Chatham, IL for a day of mission work.  Each day is limited to ten 
participants.  If you are interested in going, please contact Nina Davis at nineah3@gmail.com.

mailto:nineah3@gmail.com


NOW  
This is the last month of Weekend Meal Bagging for the school year! If you would like to join us please 
use this link to sign up! 
https://signup.com/go/QFTppWB   

NOW Summer lunches will be back at the parks this summer! The lunches will run from June 1st - Aug 
5th, every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at 10:45 am! We are in need of volunteers to hand out 
sack lunches! Please use the link below to sign up! 
https://signup.com/go/NaDfaDT  

Friday, May 28th at 4:00 pm we will be doing a large summer lunch bagging. We will be bagging 1,000 
meals! Please call the office if you would like to sign up! 

The Just one item for May will be brand new packages of children’s underwear. We go through these so 
quickly at Our Back to School Shopping Day! For both boys and girls, sizes 4T - 10/12. Donations can be 
dropped off in the box outside of the office. 

Wednesday Dinner 
Well, we're not quite back to normal yet, but we're bringing back a version of the Wednesday Dinner.  
Based on the success of the NOW Soup Supper's pre-order and drive-through pickup, we're going to 
move toward restarting our Wednesday Dinner.  In May, we'll be preparing walking tacos on the third 
Wednesday (May 19) from 4:00-6:00 pm.  If you're interested in participating, use the Google Form (or 
call the office) that will be available in e-news to place your order and choose a time for pick-up.  Our 
students will bring delicious walking tacos to your car for a freewill donation.  And, while you're waiting, 
you can vote on our 175th anniversary t-shirt design!  We hope to see you there! 

Save the Date 
While COVID protocols will prevent us from having Music and Arts Camp this summer, we will be having 
Vacation Bible School in its place!  We'll be meeting July 12-16 as we ride the "Rocky Railway."  Online 
signups will be available soon!  There will be three options for people to attend:  in-person morning 
from 9:00-10:30 am, in-person afternoon from 1:00-2:30 pm, or you can attend either session via Zoom. 

Testimonials 
Happy 175th Anniversary, Robinson FUMC! To help celebrate FUMC’s 175th, we want to hear from you! 
We are wanting to put together some testimonials to share with our community and on social media. 
Let’s let everyone know why we love Robinson FUMC! Here are some examples of things we would love 
to hear from you guys: 
• How do you see God at work in Robinson FUMC? 
• What FUMC ministries have most impacted your faith?  
• Has there been a specific memory of FUMC from your childhood that you want to share? 
• What makes you proud to be a member of Robinson FUMC? 
Please contact the church office to find out how to share your testimony. Thank you in advance for your 
participation! 

 - Jennifer Boatman, Outreach Committee Chair 

https://signup.com/go/QFTppWB
https://signup.com/go/NaDfaDT


 

Care News from Stephen Ministry 

Be completely humble and gentle;  
be patient, bearing with one another in love. 

- Ephesians 4:2 

Robinson First United Methodist Church declares and lives its mission, and the mission 
includes “sharing the love of God in word and deed”.  Stephen Ministry is one of the ways 
the congregation demonstrates and shares the love of God.  The entire congregation 
benefits from this ministry when:  

• Members of the church want to be involved in meaningful ministry and will respond to 
the call to become a Stephen Minister or Stephen Leader.  For over a year our Stephen 
Ministry “Team” has provided quality Christian care to members of our congregation. 

• Members of the church receive support and care from the lay people who are part of the 
congregation's Stephen Ministry Team.  The congregation supports this ministry through 
its gifts, prayers, and commitment to the mission. 

• The church becomes a more loving community that is more sensitive and responsive to 
people's needs for care, and it is able to provide more quality Christian care to those 
going through a difficult time. 

• The church reaches out to people outside of Robinson FUMC who are hurting and 
introduces them to the healing love of Jesus in their time of need.   An example of this is 
the distribution of  “Grief Books” which are sent to those who are grieving.  

• The church views itself as not only being served by the pastor, but as a caring body of 
believers actively involved in serving one another in love. 

Stephen Ministry is grounded in Jesus’s command to love one another. It is a distinctly 
Christian service ministry, and through one-to-one caring relationships, those who are 
hurting receive the love and care they need to support them throughout their time of pain.  

No one has ever seen God;  but if we love one another,  
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
- 1 John 4:12  



May Birthdays 

5/2   Gary Oxford Jr, Mary Truitt,  
  Henry Treadway 
5/4   Patience Regennitter 
5/6   Cohlson Fearday 
5/10  Lillian Bertram, Garrett Graham, 
  Susan Sills 
5/11  Victoria McDonald 
5/12  John Schmidlin 
5/13  Margaret Conner 
5/14  Avery DeDoming, Jay Steinman, 
  Deanna Watson 
5/15  Ron Veenstra 
5/17  Gary Null, Ben McDonald 
5/19  Amy DeDoming 
5/23  Mary Correll, Sue Roales 
5/25  Joe Hartke 
5/26  Keith Carter, Lynn McCord,  
  Madelyn Storckman,  
  Vincent Boatman 
5/27  Shannon Goebel 
5/28  Jennifer Boatman 
5/29  David Foote 
5/30  Kwyn Goebel 

May Anniversaries 

5/20  Dennis & Susan Inboden 
5/21  Mike & Pam Bell 
5/29  Garrett & Brenda Graham 
5/31  Ernie & Sue Roales,  
  Shannon & Kurtis Goebel 

Prayer Requests  

Jeremy and Greg Markello; Carol Wolf; Carl 
Blanton; Michael Brady; Cathy Thomas; 
Judson Richardson; Julie Zhang; Bill 
Thompson; Michael Keene; John Larrabee; 
Nicole Young; Evan Prahl; Margie Moore 
McNamara; Richard Youngs; Kay Young; 
Nancy & Charlie Young; Vonnetta Shipman; 
Becky Goodwin; Caius Bell; Ray & Nelda 
Dotson; Kim Collins; Claudette Mejean; Ava 
Seaney; Demmie Long; Emma Bodine; 
Charles Hough; Sheltyn James Henry; Rick 
Pritchard; Laurie Vaughn; Kay Bonnell; Wally 
Leggit; Joe Schmidlin; Cathy Frakes, Judy 
Eckert; Lisa Schaefer; Matthew Williams; Bob 
Callier; Larry Potts; Patricia Hodgson; Pamela 
Hart; June Watson; Paul Davis; Kathy 
Kennedy; Tina Klender; Paul Clinton; Duane 
Parker; Ruth Fiscus; Charlie & Janet Clark; Jan 
Riker; Alan & Joan Summers; Carolyn Leggett; 
Dustin Ikemire; Robin Bray; Greg Faylor; Susan 
Rodgers; Mary Etta Whitmer; Melinda Ashby; 
Elwin Falor; Brad Smith; Floyd Brinkman; Leah 
Buser; Kamillah Rollins; Cuma Barnett; Matt 
Schmidlin; Donna Ferry; Gloria Devonshire; 
Rachel Tracy; Janice Woods; Dion Wright; 
Olivia Brinkman; Carl Janney; Garnet Van 
Horn; Cole Loughery; Lou Bonnell; Cathy 
Devalle; John Youngs; Laddie Storckman; 
Heather Karbach; Steve Diel; Ford Bond; Mike 
Bell; Dan Davis



M a y  2 0 2 1
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 

2 
9:00 am  
- Worship (In-Person, 

Livestream, YouTube 
and Radio) 

10:30 am 
- Sunday school 

(Zoom) 
6:00 pm 
- Evening Worship 

(In-Person)

3 4 5 6 
6:45 am 
- Middle & High 

School Refresh 
4:00 pm 
- NOW Weekend 

Bagging

7 8

9 
9:00 am  
- Worship (In-Person, 

Livestream, YouTube 
and Radio) 

10:30 am 
- Sunday School 

(Zoom) 
4:30 pm 
- Stephen Leaders 

(Zoom) 
6:00 pm 
- Evening Worship 

(In-Person)

10 11 12 
6:30 pm 
- Stephen Ministry 

Supervision 
(Zoom)

13 
6:45 am 
- Middle & High 

School Refresh 
4:00 pm 
- NOW Weekend 

Bagging

14 15

16 
9:00 am  
- Worship (In-Person, 

Livestream, YouTube 
and Radio) 

10:30 am 
- Sunday School 

(Zoom) 
6:00 pm 
- Evening Worship 

(In-Person)

17 18 19 
4:00 pm 
- Youth Mission 

Trip Fundraiser 
Drive Thru Dinner  

6:00 pm 
- Committee 

Meetings (Zoom)  
7:00 pm 
- Church Council 

Meeting (Zoom)

20 
6:45 am 
- Middle & High 

School Refresh 
4:00 pm 
- NOW Weekend 

Bagging

21 22 

23 
9:00 am  
- Worship (In-Person, 

Livestream, YouTube 
and Radio) 

10:30 am 
- Sunday School 

(Zoom) 
6:00 pm 
- Evening Worship 

(In-Person)

24 25 26 
6:30 pm 
- Stephen Ministry 

Supervision 
(Zoom)

27 
6:45 am 
- Middle & High 

School Refresh 
4:00 pm 
- NOW Weekend 

Bagging

28 
4:00 pm 
- NOW Summer 

Lunch Bagging 

29

30 
9:00 am  
- Worship (In-Person, 

Livestream, YouTube 
and Radio) 

10:30 am 
- Sunday School 

(Zoom) 
6:00 pm 
- Evening Worship 

(In-Person

31
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