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The Old Porch Swing

I must confess something, I am not a writer. In fact, I often struggle with topics to 
write about for the monthly newsletter.  Not too long ago, I found myself passing the 
afternoon sitting in an old porch swing.  The old swing was there when I moved into 
the community, and the old fella, like me, has seen some things over the years.  The 
swing has faced the seasons from extremely hot to frigid, from beautiful days to 
raging storms. The old fella has suffered a few scars of time. The paint is beginning to 
chip away and creaking sounds are more the norm these days. Yes, the old fella has 
some scars, but the old friend is always ready and willing to pass the summer 
afternoon together. 

During one of my visits under the shade of the trees and a gentle breeze, I started 
thinking… I know, that can be dangerous.  Some of us can relate to the old swing.  We 
have faced the days good and bad, and have longed for a connection with someone, 
something to provide us with a purpose.  Yes, we are weathered and we creak more 
than we used to, but we still have a purpose.

While I sat there with my thoughts, surprisingly, I don’t have a lot of them.  I 
searched for a way to connect the church of our recent past with the newer narrative 
that we are experiencing.  Surprisingly, I was drawn back to something old for 
something new, the power of the gospel message.  Even though our seasons change 
and we have battled storms and celebrated blessings, the message never has changed: 
Love.



 
Love is defined many ways and each person has a different understanding of love.  
The love we share with a spouse is different than that of a child, the love we share 
with a friend is unlike that of an acquaintance, but there is still a form of love. Within 
the gospel we are introduced to the various types of love that Christ shares with each 
person he encounters, from children to disciples, the woman at the well, the ill and 
suffering, Lazarus and the Roman Centurion, Christ shows love to each person and 
shares that same love with us still today.  The love of Christ never waivers and is 
always welcome to us no matter what season we are in.

While sitting there in the gentle breeze, I began to focus on the struggles of our 
nation. Our current narrative is not one of love for our fellow man, but conditional 
interactions, “agree with me and support me and my opinions or you are wrong and 
not worthy of my attention.” We must first recognize that when we draw the 
proverbial lines in the sand, we are restricting love and we weaken the message of the 
gospel.  Christ has shown each one of us that we can be different and that is fine, 
because we all were created to be individuals full of dreams, adventures, and 
ultimately love to share and welcome each other in the seasons.  As for me, I will keep 
sitting under the trees with my friend, the swing, stop by sometime and we can share 
some lemonade and talk about the good old days.

Creaking and swinging,

Pastor Terry



 Modern Parables Bible Study 

Tuesday nights are never going to be the same! Join us beginning 
September 6 at 6:30 pm for Pastor Terry’s “Modern Parables: Living in 
the Kingdom of God” Bible Study series.  What are Modern Parables?  
They are six separate parables of Jesus Christ. The lessons combine 
cinema and theology in short dramatic films.  These nights are designed 
to be for beginners and seasoned students of the Bible, and all are 
welcome and encouraged to attend.   

Bring the entire family as we are offering something extra during this 
time as well.  Our nursery will be staffed and ready for the young ones 
to come and have some fun.  

But what about the older kids?  Annetta Evans is going to brave the 
waters and she will be offering an age-appropriate class during the 
same time as Modern Parables.  The Modern Parables class only will be 
offered on Thursday mornings at 9:30 am for those who cannot make 
Tuesday night.  Sign-up sheet is available at that the welcome center or 
the church office. 

Let’s dive into the Word and make a big splash!   

Interrogate Pastor Terry for Pizza and Prizes  

Calling all 6th-12th graders! We are having an event just for you called 
Interrogate Pastor Terry! It will be held at the church on Saturday, 
September 10th, at 4:00 pm in Asubury Hall.  You will get to know some 
very interesting facts about our new Pastor's previous jobs that helped 
lead him to Jesus and our church. You will also help us plan trips, 
concerts, and events that will fit into your school schedule! So, come 
and hang out with us! We will provide pizza, drinks, and prizes. You 
won’t want to miss out. Bring a friend!  Text or call Nina Davis with any 
questions: 618-421-2156. 



 Music Ensembles  

Chancel Choir will meet at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary on Wednesday, 
September 7th for their first rehearsal/recording session. Rehearsals 
generally last an hour and a half. We are always happy to welcome 
new singers and no experience is necessary. Bring your love of music 
and the Lord! Plans are for the choir to sing in person the Sunday 
following the first Wednesday rehearsal and record music for the rest 
of the month.  More information will be provided on the 7th. 

Glory Handbells will begin rehearsals on Thursday, September 8th at 
6:00 pm in the Sanctuary. The Handbells meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of each month for a one hour rehearsal. Looking forward to 
making music with ringers experienced and new to Handbell music. 

Feel free to contact Antje at 618-562-0859 or antje2959@hotmail.com 
with questions. 

NOW 

NOW Weekend Meal Baggings is back in full swing! We will be 
bagging most Thursdays at 4:00 pm, and we would love to have new 
volunteers!  

Just One Item for September is shampoo! Full size bottles of shampoo 
for children and adults are accepted. Donations can be made in the 
box outside of the church office. 



 Church Chums 

We are excited to announce a fun new program coming to our church.  
Church Chums is a year-long activity that involves the children and 
adults of our church.  We are asking families to register their child fifth 
grade and lower for the program.  We will need their birthday, favorite 
things, what they like to do, and basic little tidbits about them.  We 
then are asking adults from our congregation to join the fun.  
Volunteers will be assigned one child, in secret, to “Church Chum” 
throughout the school year.  Adults will send secret cards, small gifts, 
or whatever fun things you want to do throughout the year to the 
student as well as supporting them in prayer throughout the year.  At 
the end of the school year we will sponsor a themed reveal party so 
that the students can meet their Chums.  Let’s make this year filled 
with fun and excitement for all our children. Sign up will be at the 
welcome center or with Kirbie in the office. 

Prayer Requests 

Our prayer request list that appears in each week’s bulletin and out 
monthly newsletter has not been revised for some time. When a new 
request is made a name is added, but often we do not get updates 
that will help us keep the list up to date. 
So if you have asked that someone’s name be placed on the list and 
that person is able to have his or her name removed, please let Kirbie 
or Shirley Treadway know. If the person still needs to be on the please 
also let us know that. We certainly do not want to omit anyone! If you 
have questions also feel free to call, test or email. 

Kirbie can be reached at 618-544-8016 or firstumcrob@gmail.com. 

Shirley can be reached by phone at 618-544-3997, by text at 
618-554-0261 or by email at cfst1@mchsi.com.  



Care News from Stephen Ministry 

“Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.”  
- 1 John 4:11 

Stephen Ministry did not take a break during the warm days of August.  One-on-
one Christian care continued to be the focus of Stephen Ministers, and one 
Stephen Minister decided to become a Stephen Leader.  On August 8 Linda Null 
began her journey to become a Stephen Leader by enrolling in the Bridge 
Leader’s Training:  10 interactive online sessions of 2 ½ hours each. Linda will 
complete her training in September, and her commissioning ceremony is 
scheduled for Sunday, September 11 during the 9:00AM church service.  Please 
join the Stephen Ministry team in congratulating Linda on her hard work and 
commitment to this church ministry..   

The Stephen Ministry team also had great fun when they hosted the August 
Second Wednesday Dinner.  According to those who attended, the tacos with all 
of the fixins and the dessert smorgasbord did not disappoint!  Thank you to all 
who came out for the evening to support Stephen Ministry in our church.   

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another.” 
- John 13:34-35 

     
*If you or someone you know is in need of compassionate Christian care, please 
contact Janelle Oxford at (618) 553-9598.  Stephen Ministers are available to 
provide Christian care. 



September Birthdays 

9/1 Allison Reinoehl 
9/2 Valerie Weck 
9/3 Alexis Inboden 
9/4 Madison Utterback 
9/7 Mark DeDoming 
9/9 Jack Davis, Pyke Nethery 
9/10 Samantha Davis 
9/17 Jerry Conner, Marjorie Pfeiffer 
9/22 Jeff Murrell; Robin Davis 
9/27 Judith Adams, Gloria Devonshire 
9/29 Krosby Goebel 
9/29 Emily Midgett 

September Anniversaries 

9/1 Max & Debbie Tedford 
9/4 Brent & Joyce Owen 
        Chris & Laura Dhom 
9/7 Ron & Becky Veenstra 
9/10 Larry & Phuong Quick 
9/11 Diane & Darold Crampton 
9/12 Tyler & Kristy Veenstra 
9/20 Greta & Allen Lowry 
9/23 Keith & Kirtina Carter 

Prayer Requests  

Jeremy Markello; Carol Wolf; Carl 
Blanton; Michael Brady; Cathy Thomas; 
Judson Richardson; Julie Zhang; Bill 
Thompson; Michael Keene; John 
Larrabee; Nicole Young; Evan Prahl; 
Richard Youngs; Kay Young; Vonnetta 
Shipman; Becky Goodwin; Caius Bell; Ray 
& Nelda Dotson; Claudette Mejean; 
Demmie Long; Emma Bodine; Charles 
Hough; Sheltyn James Henry; Rick 
Pritchard; Laurie Vaughn; Judy Eckert; Lisa 
Schaefer; Matthew Williams; Larry Potts; 
Patricia Hodgson; Pamela Hart; Paul 
Davis; Kathy Kennedy; Tina Klender; 
Duane Parker; Ruth Fiscus; Jan Riker; 
Dustin Ikemire; Robin Bray; Greg Faylor; 
Susan Rodgers; Melinda Ashby; Brad 
Smith; Leah Buser; Kamillah Rollins; 
Donna Ferry; Janice Woods; Cathy 
Devalle; Heather Karbach; Dan Davis; Nay 
Owens; Hart Odom; Jennifer Newlin; 
Bernie Limper, Dick Mitchell; Mark Killian; 
Anna Marie Miller; Thelma Gifford; Jon 
Anderson; Melinda Wehrle; Ashley Reed; 
Pam Hill; Dale Kamplain; Raymond 
Kidwell; Rhea Hayden; Lesley Albert; 
Dave Freeland; Janette Routine; Cindy 
Weger; Blain Loll; Miranda Waddell; 
Wendy Powers; Jeanie Coe;  Rusty Swarts; 
Mary Spindler; Stacey Baize and Family; 
Mandy Harris; Margaret Beaman; 
Alexander Forrey; Ninetta Faith; Delane 
Guyer; Mario DiPisa; Lou Bonnell; Bus 
Drivers; Ronn Legg; Stephen Ministers; 
Our church and congregation
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Pastor:  Terry Evans

Office Manager:  Kirbie Ackman

Director of Christian Education: Nina Davis

Communications Coordinator:  Brennan Seth Tracy

Music Director:  Antje Pippin

Organist/Pianist:  Brenda Graham

Custodians:  Amy DeDoming, Mark DeDoming

Nursery Staff:  Anita Cohoon,  Marnie Inboden
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