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This month at FUMC, we have a lot to be thankful for! Read inside to find 
out more about all of the great things happening in our congregation! 
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THE HERALD 
Listening to God’s Heart From the Heart of the City

“Rejoice always, 

pray continually, 

give thanks in all circumstances, 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
November…it’s the month where we gather around tables and fill ourselves to 
overflowing with turkey, stuffing, and pumpkin pie.  Well, I won’t eat the turkey, but 
still…..We get to November, and we think of falling temperatures, football, pulling 
out sweaters, getting together with family, and giving thanks.  Sometimes, that’s an 
afterthought, isn’t it?  Giving thanks…

The apostle Paul wrote in First Thessalonians to “rejoice always, pray continually, 
give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  (1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV)  Recently, I’ve been thinking of this admonishment.  
What happens when we don’t feel like rejoicing, praying, or giving thanks in all 
circumstances?  For those who have been through major surgery, cancer, a divorce, 
estrangement, caring for an aging parent, being bullied at school, or a variety of other 
circumstances, rejoicing or giving thanks may not be the first response that comes to 
mind.

I was recently having a conversation with Michele Elliott about some students in our 
school system who were coming to her office hungry every day.  They couldn’t name 
the last time that they had a meal at home.  They eat when they are at school.  She 
sent them home with NOW bags, so they would have something to eat.  I sent 
Michele back to school with some Uncrustable sandwiches, so that they could have 
dinner every night the rest of this week.  Are those circumstances for those children 
in which they might give thanks?  When hungry, probably not….but the ministry that 
we carry out through the NOW program is but one example of a way we can meet a 
need in our community – and by meeting that need, perhaps someone might be able 
to give thanks to God while in their current circumstances.

That might sound a little heavy for a November newsletter…but think about it.  
When you sit down at the table with your pumpkin pie, or when you put on a warm 
sweater, remember to give God thanks – because God provides for our needs.  
Remember to say thanks to God – because God is with us in all circumstances.  
Remember to say thanks!

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jay

P.S.  I would be remiss if I didn’t thank you, the congregation at First UMC, for your 
generosity and kind notes during Pastor Appreciation Month.  Thank you so much!
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Giving Thanks For Now 
I recently shared this story in a grant application for the NOW program, and wanted to share it with you.  
At our Kids’ Shopping Day in August, we gave away clothing, new sneakers, toiletries, and school supplies 
for kids in our NOW program.  A couple of days after the shopping day was complete, family members 
could pick up their children’s shoes in my office (shoes had been ordered in the children’s correct size).  A 
grandmother came into my office and picked up shoes for her grandkids, and said thank you as she was 
leaving.  I heard the outer door to the building close, but thirty seconds later, she came back into my 
office.  “You don’t know what an answer to prayer this is,” she said.  “We were sitting on the front porch 
last week, trying to figure out how we were going to afford school supplies and shoes for the kids, and as 
we finished talking, we looked, and the NOW flyer floated onto our porch.  Thank you so much for this – 
you really helped us out and answered our prayers.”

An answer to prayer – really!  Those “Just One” items we collect each month really do make a difference 
for people who are in difficult circumstances.  During October, we collected bottles of shampoo, but we 
didn’t quite reach our goal of 120.  So, can you help us out?  At the same time, our November item is 
combs/brushes.  Please bring your donations and put them in the container outside the church office.  
Who knows – what you bring may plant the seed that brings someone to give God thanks in all 
circumstances!  

- Pastor Jay

Giving Thanks For a Home 
We take for granted the fact that we have a roof over our heads.  However, there are some children and 
youth who struggle, and who need help.  Oblong Children’s Christian Home is a place right in our 
backyard that provides hope for their residents, regardless of their circumstances.  What do you know 
about the home and its ministry?  Would you like to know more?  Arvin Moden, who works for OCCH, 
will be at First UMC on Sunday, November 22.  He’ll be sharing with adult Sunday School classes during 
the Sunday school time in Asbury Hall.  Whether you come to a class or not, Arvin will give you an 
opportunity to provide hope for children and youth in need, perhaps allowing them to give thanks, even 
in the circumstances in which they find themselves.
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Blessings From Behind Bars 
Recently, I have become moved by the contemporary Christian song entitled “More Than You Think I 
Am.” Here are the opening lyrics: 

You always think I'm somewhere on a mountaintop

But never think behind bars

You'd be amazed the places that I go

To be with you, where you are.

This song speaks to me of the many blessings of our women’s jail ministry. The journey this group has 
traveled has been one filled with faith, love, and compassion.

Each of the six women involved with the jail ministry heard God’s call for different reasons. Whether we 
felt we had been given a blessed life, been given renewed health, felt compelled to step out of our comfort 
zone, or saw many we taught behind bars, each of us definitely heard God call us to this particular 
ministry! From the get go, we gave thanks that God brought us together to do His work at the Crawford 
County Jail.

In June, after several months of communicating with the Head Jailer, completing training paperwork, and 
praying for guidance, we ventured to the Crawford County Jail.  We joined hands in the parking lot and 
called on God to work through us and to bless this ministry.  We were more than a little nervous that first 
night.  Slowly, we entered the recreation room with two women and heard the door lock behind us. Not 
knowing what would happen next, we hugged the women and asked them to join us in prayer. During that 
initial prayer, all of us in the room felt peace fill our hearts.  All of us gave thanks to God for bringing this 
ministry to the jail.  

Since that initial meeting, we have ministered to ten different women. Some women we met only one 
time; others we have ministered to all summer. Each woman has received a Women of Faith Study Bible 
and participated in the Bad Girls of the Bible study. However, this ministry goes deeper than the Bible 
study discussion—it is a support group for these women who are hurting as they suffer from addictions 
and are mothers separated from their children.

Indeed, those of us who walked in faith with God and walked into the Crawford County Jail give thanks 
for these women every day who bring their challenging experiences with them into our Bible study and 
prayer time as they have blessed each of us in our own faith journeys. These women behind bars give 
thanks to God as they are discovering how God is healing them and is using them behind bars to do his 
will. Together, we give thanks every Thursday night as we come together behind bars to worship God, 
study His Word, and pray for healing. Even though the jail sounds chaotic outside our locked doors, those 
of us connecting during our hour visit feel the love and peace of Jesus Christ so warmly and that is all that 
matters. 

If you hear God’s call to help the jail ministry, please contact Pastor Jay. This ministry needs continued 
prayer, monetary donations for more women’s Bibles, and men interested in starting a Bible study for 
male inmates. 

- Janelle Oxford
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Give Thanks and Trust God 
Scary things happen not just at Halloween.  Some are real and then some are fake.  My last real scary 
thing was Sunday, October 11 at 8:10 am playing for our FUMC choir.  My defibrillator kicked me with a 
shock hard enough that I saw flash.  Garrett walked me over to the Sunday school room where I laid 
down while he was on the phone to The Heart Group at Deaconess Hospital in Newburgh (Evansville), 
Indiana.  Pastor Jay came in and talked to me.  We were proceeding to go home and as I was getting into 
our truck, I got shocked again.  I was so scared and said “Lord, please help us.”  Garrett put the “pedal to 
the metal” at ???mph and our flashers on.  We got to The Heart Group Emergency Room luckily with no 
traffic ticket.  The Lord got us there safely and was watching over me from the very beginning.

As Garrett has said, there were angels in the room telling him what to do, back on June 27th, 2014, 
guiding him as he performed CPR on me when I had my cardiac arrest.  Through all of this, I have had 
testing that reveals my extreme atrial fibrillation causes the defibrillation.  In addition, I have a leaky 
Mitral valve.  I will be having surgery to replace the Mitral valve and a maze procedure to hopefully 
correct the atrial fibrillation on October 26th.  Putting my trust in the Lord makes those real scary things 
not quite so scary!  Thank you for all of your prayers.

- Brenda Graham

Spread the Word Program 
The Spread the Word program has already given out 37 Sports Bibles to the FCA program this year. We 
anticipated about 20 new students. So right now we have empty shelves and empty coffers. All of the 
current students are covered but are in need of some more donations for when new students join. To date, 
we have given out over 137 Bibles and 25 songbooks! What a joy for us to be a part of so many students’ 
spiritual growth.

A Way to Show Your Gratitude  
Crawford County Business Women has asked that First UMC be on their Holiday Home Tour on Sunday, 
December 6, from 2:00-4:00 pm.  If you would be willing to serve as a host that day, please contact Pastor 
Jay.
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Giving Thanks in All Circumstances 
When I received my breast cancer diagnosis, I wasn’t worried about losing my breast.  I was worried 
about losing my life.  As it probably true with all cancer patients, that first visit to the oncologist’s office, 
all you hear is “you have cancer.”  After that, it sounds liked muffled noises in your ear.  That is why it is so 
important to bring along another set of ears.  That person was Leonard, husband and sweetheart of my 
life.  How thankful I was to have him with me that first scary day.  I am blessed.

I sat on the news for a while, only telling one other person, daughter Megan.  Being the extremely 
organized person she is, she got her calendar out and we began planning when I might need her most and 
when she would be able to come.  I am thankful for a loving daughter who lives 4 ½ hours away and would 
take precious vacation days off to help her mom.  I am blessed.

Next, I told my brother Mike and his wife, Mary Jane.  Everyone knows she is the sister I always 
wanted.  Their reaction, “Whatever you need, Deb – we’re on it.”  Both of them saw me through tests and 
chemo sessions when Len couldn’t.  Mary Jane is a wonderful cook and sent many hot meals, and her 
specialty, cupcakes.  Mike stopped in often to check on me and his company meant more to me than he 
will ever know.  Again, I am so thankful for the love and support of family.  I am blessed.

One dear friend, Lois Ulrey, upon hearing my news, came to the house and prayed for Leonard 
and me.  The devotional booklet she left with me contained a verse that became a daily part of my 
prayers; Psalm 37:5 – “Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he shall bring it to pass.”  Lois is 
absolutely one of the best people I know, and I feel privileged to be in her prayers.  I am blessed.

The Sunday before I was to begin chemo, we asked Pastor Jay if he would ask the congregation to 
pray for us.  In my life, I had never felt such an outpouring of love and concern.  After the service, I was 
surprised by the number of women who came forward to tell me their cancer survivor stories.  Their 
stories of “been there, done that,” gave me hope.  In the months that followed, our church family brought 
food and offers of cooking meals.  I received tons of cards, both inspiration and hysterical.  I received 
phone calls, often just when I needed encouragement.  I received offers to drive to Vincennes if need be.  
I would love to list by name all of our church family “angels,’ but for fear of leaving someone out, I won’t 
do that.  

The day I had surgery, Pastor Jay sat with Leonard and kept him company during the wait.  I 
worried later that I may have said or done something embarrassing in front of Jay, but Len said I kept 
asking if they’d had something to eat – like three times – so thankful that I didn’t gross out the minister!  
I am blessed.

When Pastor Jay asked if I could write something about giving thanks in all circumstances, I 
thought, “well, maybe I can do a couple of paragraphs.”  You see how that went!  But again, I am so 
thankful for “all y’all” and to God for putting special people in our lives when we most need them.  I am 
blessed.

- Debbie Goff
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New in the Church Library 

“This is a collection of stories about how liturgy (who would have 
imagined?), ritual (what?), church (really?), and a bunch of flawed 
people (like us?) can catch the light of grace and catch fire with the 
beauty of God. For so many reasons, you really should read it."   
-Brian D. McLaren, author of A New Kind of Christianity and A Generous 
Orthodoxy

2nd Wednesday Dinner 
We’re moving 2nd Wednesday dinner to 3rd Wednesday dinner in November!  Since the 2nd Wednesday is 
on Veteran’s Day (no school), we’re going to meet on November 18 at 6:00 pm.  Turkey, ham, and dressing 
will be provided; all you need to do is bring your favorite Thanksgiving side dish (vegetable, salad, potato, 
etc.)!  A sign-up sheet will be available at the welcome center so that you can indicate what kind of dish 
you’ll be bringing, and how many will be with you, so we can have enough meat.  Desserts (all things 
cherry) will be provided by SPRC as we celebrate Scott Long and Gaytha Vail’s ministry with us (you are 
welcome to bring cards/gifts for them).
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November Birthdays 
11/2  Erin Jones, Claire Wise
11/3  Diane Crampton
11/5  Gary Rodgers, Zachery Hays
11/7  Debbie Tedford
11/8  Stephanie Schmidlin      
11/9  James McGahey
11/10 Megan (Goff) Haber
11/13 Laura Wise
11/14 Danielle Thompson 
11/18 Elmer Harness, Betty Jean Malcom,

Max Tedford
11/20 Maureen Thompson
11/22 Jennifer Murray, Bob Bell
11/23 Peggy Markello
11/27 Bob Hutchens
11/28 Carrie Finkbiner, Greta Lowry
11/30 Leonard Goff
 

November 
Anniversaries 

11/4 Stacie & Pat McMillan
11/10 Kenton & Susan Carver

Hanging of the Greens 
The Worship Committee invites you to join us in 
Hanging the Greens on Sunday, November 22.  
Following Sunday School (and Chancel Choir 
rehearsal, for those in that group), we will have a 
light lunch in Asbury Hall.  Bring your favorite soup 
or sandwich to share.  Once we finish lunch, we will 
hang the greens throughout the church, including 
new sanctuary decorations.  We hope to finish by 
2:00 pm.  A sign-up will be available at the welcome 
center.

Prayer Requests 
Charlie Clark; Donita Holmes; Jerry 
Phillipe; Vicki Lewis; Harold & Bernie 
Limper; Margie Moore McNamara; Sam 
Mitchell; Taya Harmon; Jim Currie; Greta 
Rich; Eleanor Laswell; Debbie Doom; Peg, 
John, Jeremy, and Greg Markello; Ruth 
Rice; Nora Busby; Ashley Reed; Dee Dee 
Trout; Tom Carrow, Deb Goff; Carolyn 
Enlow Nickum; Jay Holtzhouser; Ken 
Martin; Jennifer Null; Waneta McCann; 
Tom Willey; Kathy Allen; Carol Wolf; 
Madelyn Storckman; Pete Stubbs, Bea 
Brinkman; Brenda Graham; Wernz & 
Knecht Families; Wilma Johnson, Bev & 
Elmer Harness; Charlie Young

If you have any prayer requests, please 
contact Shirley Treadway at 
gwtsea@hotmail.com, so that the request 
can be shared with the prayer chain.

November UMYF 
Youth will be meeting at church on Sunday, 
November 1, at 6:00 pm.  We’ll have 
dinner, plan our November 29 worship 
service, and play some games.  On Sunday, 
November 15, youth will be going to 
Skyzone in Evansville.  Departure time is 
2:00 pm, and we will be eating dinner in 
Evansville, so bring money for both 
trampolining and dinner.  Sign-up for the 
Skyzone trip is at the welcome center.

mailto:gwtsea@hotmail.com
mailto:gwtsea@hotmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:00 am 
Handbell choir
9:00 am  
Worship
10:05 am 
Children’s Choir
10:15 am 
Sunday School
11:oo am 
Chancel Choir
6:00 pm 
UMYF

2
9:30 am 
Chrismon Ladies

3
9:30 am 
Disciple II

4
3:00 pm 
Kids' Club

5
9:30 am 
Disciple II
4:30 pm 
NOW bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
7:00 pm 
Handbell choir

6 7

8
8 & 11 am 
Chancel Choir 
9:00 am  
Worship
10:05 am 
Children’s Choir
10:15 am 
Sunday School

9
9:30 am
Chrismon Ladies

10
6:00 pm 
Disciple II

11 12
9:30 am 
Disciple II
4:00 pm 
NOW bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
7:00 pm 
Handbell choir

13 14

15
8 & 11 am 
Choir
9:00 am  
Worship
10:05 am 
Children’s Choir
10:15 am 
Sunday School
2:00 pm
Youth Skyzone 
trip to Evansville 

16
9:30 am 
Chrismon Ladies

17
5:30 pm 
Project child
6:00 pm 
Disciple II

18
3:00 pm 
Kids' Club
6:00 pm
2nd Wednesday 
Dinner on the 3rd 
Wednesday 
7:00 pm
Worship 
Committee

19
9:30 pm 
Disciple II
4:3o pm 
NOW bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
7:00 pm 
Handbell choir

20 21

22
8 & 11 am 
Choir 
9:00 am  
Worship
10:05 am 
Children’s choir
10:15 am 
Sunday School
12:00 pm 

23
9:30 am 
Chrismon Ladies
4:30 pm
NOW bagging

24 25 26
Thanksgiving 
Office Closed

27
Office Closed

28

29
8 & 11 am 
Choir 
9:00 am  
Worship
10:05 am 
Children’s Choir
10:15 am 
Sunday School

30
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Hanging of the Greens
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First United Methodist Church 

Pastor:  Jay Regennitter fumc@frontier.com

Office Manager:  Kirbie Ackman        fumcrob@frontier.com

Communications Coordinator:  Brennan Tracy          brennansethtracy@gmail.com

Music Director:  Antje Pippin      antje2959@hotmail.com

Organist/Pianist:  Brenda Graham doubleg@mediacombb.net

Custodian: 

Nursery Staff:  Jennifer Boatman, Danielle Stuller
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